CONTENTS 

Page 

Abbreviations 7 

Introduction 15 

The World of the Cofans 20 

I. Old Cofan Creation Stories 

A Tururu 

1 Andeve agattoen'cho - The Creation and the Flood 21 

2 Tururu condase'cho - Tururu the Patriarch 33 

3 Avu quini'jin - The Fish Tree 47 
B Creation Vignettes 

4 Tte'ttove agattoen'cho - The Making of Teeth 59 

5 Monami condase'cho - The Bluebird's Song 65 

6 Ongu condase'cho - The Capuchin's Disobedience 69 

II. Old Cofan: Pre- ayahuasca and Pre-conquest 

A Traditional Cosmological View 

7 Munda tsojen'cho - The Peccary Attracting Thing 75 

8 Ofendyondyo - The Pleiades People 107 
B Demon Activity 

9 Tssararo coco - The Tssararo Demon 125 

10 Findiosi cocoya - The Findiosi Demon 137 

11 Poifama cocoya - The Poifama Demon 145 
C Non-Cofan Contact ("outsiders" or other tribes) 

12 Tetete coen'cho - The Cofan Raised by the Savages 155 

13 Ombaccuni'su tetete ~ The Savages of the Headwaters 185 

III. Middle Cofan: Use of Ayahuasca — Probably Pre-conquest 

14 Canjansi du'shu - The Boa's Son 199 

15 Sapo pushesu - The Toad Woman 219 

16 Canjansi singu'ccu - The Boa's Lake 243 

17 Munda vajo - The Peccary Demon 253 

18 Canjansi an'Jen'cho - The Boa and the Boy 277 

19 Ai tsove - The Manhead Demon 287 

IV. Post Conquest: Whites or Priests Involved Incidentally 

20 Canjanslma fitti'su - The Boa's Heartburn 319 

21 Caocho semasundeccu - The Rubber Worker's Demon 349 

22 Intindi coco - The Intindi Demon 359 

23 Chajin jaqque'su tofofu'cho (1 & 2) - The Flying Powder 365 

24 Zunzucco'su cocoya - The Demons of the Volcano 379 

V. Post Conquest with Moralistic or Blblcal Influence 

25 Chiga Ji'cho - God and the Rich White Man 393 

26 Cocoya Chigama fi'tti'cho - When the Devil Killed God 403 

VI. Explanation of the Format 



LA COSMOLOGY A Y LA F»ERCEI>CION 

HISTORIC A DE LOS COFAJMES 

DE ACUERDO A SUS LEYENDAS 



COFAN COSMOLOGY ANO HISTORY 
AS REVEALED IN THEIR LEGENDS 



N. B. Boraan 



con 26 leyendas narradas por 
(with 26 legends narrated by) 

Enrique Crlollo 




Cuadernos Etnolinguisticos No. 10 

Instituto Lingiiistlco de Verano 

Quito - Ecuador 

1.990 



Cuadernos EtDoliDgiilsticos No. 10 



Edicjon Jimitada 



Derechos reservados 
con forme a la ley 



Institute Lingiiistico de Verano 

Prlmera edjcion 

Quito - Ecuador 

1 .990 



